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Presentation Overview
• Dam removal benefits
• Dam removal trends in 
the United States
• Keys Policy Changes
• Wetland regulations
• Dam Safety
United States Dams
• National Inventory of Dams ~75,000 
dams
• Many dams serve important 
purposes:
• Water supply (residential, 
industrial, farm ponds, fire ponds, 
irrigation)
• Flood control
• Hydropower
• Recreation
• Navigation
• Even for the largest dams (NID)    
• 14.6% are flood control
• 2.9% are hydropower
New England Dams
• 13,126 Dams in CT, 
RI, MA, VT, NH 
(databases)
• Majority not serving 
original purpose
Boston
New York
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6Dam removal is a one-time cost and 
permanent solution!
Benefits of Dam Removal
• Fish and wildlife passage
• Habitat connectivity 
(longitudinally and across the 
floodplain)
• Flow restored
• Water quality (temp/DO)
• Sediment movement
• Nutrient movement
• Eliminate maintenance
• Eliminate liability
• Eliminate hazard/attractive 
nuisance
Restored Function!
1,200 U.S. Dams Removed through 
2014
American Rivers tracking dam removals and 
compiling past data in annual list since 1998.
7www.americanrivers.org
U.S. Dams Removed
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U.S. Dams Removed
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Wisconsin 132
Pennsylvania 255
Keys to Success in Pennsylvania
• Strong Dam Safety
• Streamlined Restoration Permitting
• Dedicated Funding
• Project Managers
• Leadership
• Momentum
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Hoffman Park Dam, Darby Creek, PA. 
Removed 2012
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Restoration Permitting
Identify key issues for regulators
• Short-term impacts vs. Long-term benefits
• Sediment management – recognize natural process and 
beneficial sediment releases
Recognizing dam removal as a beneficial practice 
within State Permits
• Pennsylvania - Restoration Waiver and single point of 
contact for permitting process
• Massachusetts – separated issue of loss of wetland 
extent vs. restoring river and wetland function
Dam Safety Laws
Active dam safety 
program that holds dam 
owners accountable for 
maintenance and 
includes removal as an 
option to meet safety 
standards
Transferring the Lessons to 
New England States
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New England Dam Removals
Changing the 
enabling 
conditions to 
increase the 
rate of dam 
removal
14
Bartlett Rod Shop Co. Pond Dam
Amethyst Brook, Pelham, MA
Removed 2012
Removing the next 100 dams
Review state and national 
policies and identify 
opportunities for change
Identify regulators or 
policy makers to help 
make changes
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Farmington  River, Connecticut.
Former site of Spoonville Dam.
Removed 2012
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